
On Friday, March 13, St. Francis 
Children’s Center - like so many 
other businesses, nonprofit and 
community organizations - 
needed to pivot quickly as 
Wisconsin began preparing for 
the “Safer at Home” order due to 
Covid-19. That day, we made the 
decision to close our Early 

Education Center as the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction and the Centers for Disease 
Control advised citizens to begin social distancing. 
For those of you familiar with SFCC, you know that 
our entire team finds purpose in serving and 
educating children, so the prospect of being 
separated from the young ones we love and care for 
was heart wrenching. Immediately, our dedicated 
program teams worked to establish plans for 
remote support.

First, our Birth to Three and Children’s Long Term 
Support programs, offered in partnership with 
Milwaukee County, began serving children and 
families through video and phone conferencing. 
Every day SFCC service coordinators, therapists and 
special educators were making “house calls” through 
Zoom and FaceTime, ensuring children and teens 
in our care were not missing any critical services. 
We are so proud of our teams for the quality care 
they are providing to children with special needs 
throughout the Milwaukee area!
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Our Family Activity Center has also been 
supporting children and families through virtual 
activities. Moms and dads know that if they have 
questions or need support, they can reach out to 
this important support network to reduce social 
isolation caused by the pandemic. Through video 
parenting chats, virtual Sibshops, Facebook posts, 
and other special events, families have leaned on 
each other while also enjoying some much-needed 
laughter and fun. Continued on next page...

                   of Birth to Three families served 
by SFCC who responded to a survey rated 
our remote care services as excellent during 
the pandemic; compared to 52% for 
Milwaukee County respondents overall. 

91%
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SFCC Serves Families Cont'd
In April, our Early Education classrooms began 
providing virtual lessons, “story times” and art 
projects through a private YouTube channel for 
families. In addition, parents could post questions 
and comments on classroom message boards, as 
well as attend group video chats hosted by our 
teachers. Parents, along with their children, could 
participate as they felt comfortable. 

Then, on Wednesday, May 27, we reopened our 
Early Education Center and are so delighted to have 
children in our inclusive classrooms actively 

learning, playing and socializing with their friends 
once again. (see pages 4-5)

Whether our staff are providing services in-person 
or virtually, we’re proud of our entire team for the 
compassion, care and dedication they have shown 
throughout these difficult times.

I hope that you and your family are safe and healthy. 
Thank you for your continuing support of SFCC.  

If you could ask my son Enoch who his two 
favorite people are, he would tell you: his sisters. 
When we first received Enoch’s diagnosis years 
ago, we did not know how his 
relationship would develop 
with his older sister. Today, his 
siblings have become his first 
friends, earliest cheerleaders 
and my biggest helpers!

The siblings of kids with special 
needs are not often recognized 
and celebrated for their unique 
and important roles in our 
families. Being a sibling of an 
individual with a disability can 
be hard! Sibshops is a fun 
program just for typically-
developing brothers and 
sisters (ages 8-12) of kids with special needs. 
The program combines fun activities with 
discussions about the good (and not so good) 
parts of having a sib with special needs. 

Since the quarantine started, we have moved 
Sibshops online via Zoom for free! Over the past 
few months, we have played charades, gone on  

scavenger hunts, followed 
drawing tutorials, made tin foil 
sculptures, and we always give 
the kids a chance to talk. 

I run the program with Emily 
who has an adult brother on 
the Autism spectrum. Emily 
really understands what it is like 
because she lives it. All the 
concerns, annoyances and 
pride the kids feel with their 
own siblings are all things she 
has experienced over the years. 

If you have a child who 
would like to join us, our next Sibshops will 
be Sat., July 25 from 10-11 am. Register at 
sfcckids.org/programs/family-activity-center 
or email me at cpurdy@sfcckids.org.

Celebrating Sibs of Children with Special Needs!
by Cherie Purdy, FAC Coordinator



Hazel's Story: "She's so Fun!"
Jennifer Marshall's second pregnancy was no 
different than her first. Her ultrasounds and 
even the standard prenatal genetic screening 
tests at 12 weeks didn't reveal anything 
unusual to Jennifer and her husband, John.

"The first week after Hazel was born, I knew 
something was off. At just five days old, I 
noticed she had an unusual twitch, and she 
kept arching her back," explained Jennifer, who 
works as a nurse. "And she never, ever cried, 
even when I knew she was hungry."

At 6 months, Hazel was able to sit up, but she 
wasn't hitting other 
milestones, such as 
rolling over or babbling. 
Her doctor referred
Hazel to Milwaukee 
County's Birth to Three 
program, where she 
started receiving physical, 
occupational and speech 
therapies at home. 

"At that point, I did what 
you're not supposed to do. I started Googling 
things like 'blonde hair, blue eyes, happy, and 
loves water', and Angelman syndrome (AS) is 
what came up," Jennifer said. 

At her two-year check-up, Hazel's doctor was 
surprised by the severity of her delays and 
recommended her for genetic testing. Soon 
after, she was officially diagnosed with AS.

According to the Mayo Clinic, "Angelman 
syndrome is a genetic disorder....People with 
[AS] often smile and laugh frequently, and have 
happy, excitable personalities." As Hazel's older 
brother, Auggie, said to Jennifer, "I just love that 

Hazel has Angelman 
syndrome because she's 
so fun!"

Once again, Jennifer 
returned to Google to 
look for child care. "I 
wanted to find a daycare 
that could manage her 
care, but I also wanted 

her to be around typically-developing children," 
she said. "St. Francis Children's Center was the 
best of both worlds!"

Today, Hazel is a happy, loving 4-year-old who 
loves to give hugs...even to strangers in the 
grocery store! Although her parents were told 
that she may not be able to learn certain skills, 
Hazel is walking, using her iPad to communicate, 
and she can identify colors, days of the week 
and more. "I'm in constant contact with SFCC 
staff to maximize learning for Hazel," Jennifer 
said. "I can go to work during the day knowing 
that Hazel is getting the best of the best!"

"SFCC treats your child with special 
needs fairly and with kindness, and 
they are willing to make reasonable 
accommodations. The amount of 
learning kids receive alongside 
their typically-developing peers 
is priceless." - Jennifer Marshall
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To learn more about AS, please visit FAST (Foundation for Angelman Syndrome Therapeutics) 
or Angelman Syndrome Foundation
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ECE: Welcoming Families Back After Safer at Home

Frozen in Time
For two and a half months, the classrooms and 
hallways of St. Francis Children’s Center sat silent 
and frozen in time. Children’s artwork of 
snowflakes and snowmen and photos of the 
children sledding on the hills of the playground 
were displayed on the walls with no one to 
admire them. For the first time, the sound of 
children’s laughter, singing and voices were 
absent from the center. The families and staff 
eagerly awaited the day that they could be 
reunited at SFCC. That day finally arrived on 
May 27, 2020.

The Plan
Since the very beginning of the planning stages, 
the main priority of SFCC has been and 
continues to be the health and safety of the 
children and staff.  Reopening a child care 
center during a global pandemic was an 
unprecedented action, so SFCC Leadership 

relied on and continues to seek guidance and 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS), the 
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
(DCF) and works very closely with the North 
Shore Health Department (NSHD), to develop 
and implement the plans and procedures for 
the center.

Life Continues at SFCC
The laughter of children once again echoes 
throughout the building and there is a parade 
of summer art dancing along the walls. The 
loving and nurturing interactions between 
teachers and children have resumed right 
where they left off back on that chilly Friday 
in March. After everything that has happened, 
SFCC still continues to be the place where 
children and teachers come together to learn, 
play and grow. 

by Kim Evans, Early Childhood Education Manager
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The following have been added to the daily 
routine to ensure the health and safety of all 
involved:

➡ All families and staff members signed an 
agreement letter stating they will follow all of 
the plans and procedures that SFCC has put into 
place in response to the pandemic.  

➡ All individuals entering the building must 
participate in a health screen that consists of 
questions recommended by the CDC, WI DHS, 
WI DCF and the NSHD and their temperature is 
taken every day upon arrival.

➡ All adults in the building must wear a mask 
while in common areas at all times.

➡ Classroom staff continue to clean, sanitize 
and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and 
toys in the classroom often throughout the day.

➡ The current hours for child care are 8:00 am - 
4:30 pm. This allows enough time to ensure that 
the staff are able to complete a deep cleaning of 
the classrooms at the end of every day.

➡ Parents/guardians and other SFCC staff are 
not allowed to enter the building during the 
child care’s hours of operation in order to reduce 
the number of individuals in the building.

➡ Classrooms are assigned to a specific 
entrance where kids are dropped off and picked 
up. The front lobby is for staff only. 

➡ The classroom groups are kept separated 
from one another. 

➡ The indoor play spaces are currently closed.

➡ The large playground is divided into two 
smaller playgrounds. The classrooms exit their 
assigned door and proceed to the same side of 
the playground every day. Outdoor play time 
schedules are staggered so that no classroom is 
on the same side at the same time.

St. Francis Children’s Center has received 
positive feedback from the families who are 
currently attending, as well as a "job well done" 
from the NSHD and our DCF licensing specialist. 
SFCC continues to reassess the procedures on a 
monthly basis to determine if changes need to 
be made. 

New SFCC Procedures
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In Memory of Rose Mary Francis
Rose Mary Francis was a long-
time friend and supporter of St. 
Francis Children's Center who 
passed away from breast cancer 
on April 10, 2020. Her history with 
SFCC dates back to 1974 when we 
opened our doors in our current 
building to 85 kids with special 

needs. Just a newborn, Rose Mary and William 
Simon's daughter, Julianne, was one of the 
youngest children to receive services from SFCC. 

"For my mom, having the help from St. Francis 
Children's Center was so important to her," 
remembers David Simon, Rose Mary's older son. 
"She didn't know where to turn. SFCC was able to 
get my mom through those first 9 months." 

Back then, there wasn't a specific diagnosis for 
Julianne's condition. Besides being born 
prematurely, David said his parents suspected she 
had brain damage, possibly due to a lack of oxygen 
in the womb. Staff from SFCC came to the Simon 
home to help out, but it was soon apparent that 

Julianne's severe disabilities were more than the 
family could handle on their own. "I remember 
talking about her [Julianne] with my mom," David 
said. "My sister wasn't cognitive; she was tube-fed, 
nonverbal, and she couldn't track you with her eyes 
or sit up on her own. She needed constant care."

Julianne spent the remaining years of her young life 
at Central Colony (now known as Central Wisconsin), 
a home for severely disabled children, before she 
passed away at age 7. David believes his mother 
felt some lingering guilt because she was unable to 
care for Julianne during those years. "I hope people 
in my parents' situation are willing to accept and 
embrace help from others," said David. "Needing 
assistance to care for a child with special needs is 
not parenting failure. No one should feel like a bad 
mother or bad father because they can only do so 
much to care for their child."

A memorial service is being planned for 
Monday, August 3. Details can be found at 
www.beckerritter.com/tributes/RoseMary-Francis

Remembering Margo Haig
Margaret "Margo" Haig passed 
away on March 30, 2020, of heart 
disease. She and her husband, 
Jerry, served on the SFCC Board of 
Directors from the late 1970's to 
early 1980's. 

Margo's interest in SFCC started 
while she was a dedicated member of the 
Milwaukee Christ Child Society. This nonprofit 
organization partnered with SFCC in our early years, 
providing financial support for some of our 
programs and services. 

Margo was also very passionate about children. 
While she grew up an only child, she and Jerry had 
seven children and is remembered as a special 

"mom" to others who frequented their home. 

"She loved having the seven of us - and all grew 
up healthy," explained daughter Barb Haig. "She 
knew several people with developmentally disabled 
children, and I'm sure that had some influence in 
her decision to be involved as a volunteer and board 
member."

Besides family, Margo loved volunteering for the Girl 
Scouts, St. Monica Parish, Nicolet High School and 
various other organizations. She also enjoyed
traveling (to 78 countries) and collecting bells. 

A private service was held earlier this spring, and a 
large "Margo-approved" life celebration is 
anticipated for this summer. 
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Wine, Beer & Chocolate Tasting Reimagined
Thank you to everyone 
who supported our first-
ever online Wine, Beer & 
Chocolate Tasting 
fundraiser and helped 
us raise over $35,000! 
Proceeds raised will 
support the special 
education, therapy and 
other support services 
that St. Francis Children’s 

Center provides to children and their families in 
our community. 

This year’s unfortunate and ever-changing 
environment led us to cancel our in-person 
event and instead reimagine how we could still 
bring our event to life virtually. After 
considering our options, we decided to hold an 
online silent auction and wine pull. The online 
fundraiser was open for a week, from May 23-30, 
allowing ample time for supporters to browse, 
bid and win. After our silent auction closed, our 
winners were contacted and given times when  
they could pick up their winning items. With our 
face masks and sanitizers in tow, we arranged 
two dates for curbside pickup of all the 
winning items and wine bottles. 

We'd also like to thank the wonderful 
beverage and chocolate vendors who signed 
up to participate along with all the parents, 
staff, board members and community partners 
who contributed wine for the wine pull and 
items for the silent auction baskets. We could 
not have made our first-ever online event such 
a success without your support!

And last but definitely not least, we are 
extremely grateful for the financial support 

we've received from ALL of our sponsors, but 
we'd like to extend a special thanks to:

FUN ZONE SPONSOR:

SAFE RIDE SPONSOR:

Please visit the Wine, Beer & Chocolate page at 
sfcckids.org for a complete list of sponsors and 
vendors along with our program book. We hope 
to see you all live and in-person again in 2021!

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR:
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The covid-19 pandemic has been devastating 
for everyone: nonprofit organizations and 
for-profit entities alike. 

As you know, our Annual Wine, Beer 
& Chocolate Tasting event was 
significantly scaled down (see page 
7), and it is highly unlikely that 
we will be able to continue with 
our largest annual fundraiser this 
fall, our Leading Lights Awards 
Banquet. In addition, we chose 
not to charge full tuition to our 
Early Childhood Education parents 
during our closure, and we felt it 
was important to keep paying the 
salaries of our employees so they could support 
their own families. 

In short, if you are willing and able to make a 
contribution to support St. Francis Children's 

Center's programs and services for children with 
special needs in our community, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Every dollar you 

contribute during these 
challenging times will make a 
difference. For the past 52 years, 
SFCC has been there for over 
33,000 children and their families, 
and we fully expect to be here for 
52 more.

Here are the ways you can 
make a tax-deductible donation:
aBy credit card at sfcckids.org. 
Simply click on the green Donate 
button at the top of any page.

a Mail a check in the donation envelope 
inside this newsletter.

As always, thank you for your support!

Support SFCC During the Pandemic


